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alongside a handful of other innocent 
journalists and aid workers. 

Thanks to a message Jim passed to 
his family through a fellow prisoner 
who was released, we know that his 
close relationship with God and his 
family provided him with strength in 
captivity. 

In the letter, he thanked his family 
and friends for their thoughts and 
prayers, and recounted treasured 
memories from time spent together. 
Most strikingly, he spent most of his 
words offering encouragement and sup-
port to those he loved. Even in the 
most trying circumstances, Jim Foley 
refused to abandon his core concern for 
others over himself. 

We will always remember Jim for his 
compassion and devotion to the lives 
and stories of others, even in the most 
difficult conditions. 

We are all proud to call James Foley 
our fellow American. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN ARNOLD 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize and congratulate John Ar-
nold and recognize the 47th anniver-
sary of Portable Practical Educational 
Preparation. This is a noteworthy 
milestone, an opportunity to recognize 
them for their remarkable history and 
the important results they continue to 
achieve. 

The story of Portable Practical Edu-
cational Preparation begins with John 
Arnold and his vision of what could be 
done to address the problems being 
faced by the poor and those who came 
to America in search of a better life. 
His response was to roll up his sleeves 
and get to work. He knew an education 
would be the key these individuals 
would need to create a better life for 
themselves and their families. Over the 
past 47 years the success he began in 
that and so many other efforts has 
been nothing short of extraordinary. 

The work that began in Arizona 
proved to be just the beginning. John 
has since reached out to those in need 
across the country and around the 
world. When Hurricane Katrina dev-
astated so many of our Southern 
States, he was there to help provide 
those whose lives were forever changed 
with a reason to hope for a better fu-
ture because he cared enough to help. 
His other projects have reached out to 
people in Africa to provide them with 
the resources they needed to improve 
their lives, their communities, and 
their countries. 

As has been said before, John Arnold 
leads the best way—by example. By so 
doing, he has provided us with a chance 
to see what can be done if we are suffi-
ciently motivated and determined to 
take on the greatest challenge of them 
all—changing the world—and creative 
and enthusiastic enough to make it 
happen. 

I want to offer my congratulations to 
John and all those who have worked 
with him over the years. He has made 
so many things happen, and we are all 

looking forward to seeing what he will 
take up in the years to come. 

f 

NEW HARMONY, INDIANA 
BICENTENNIAL 

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, I 
wish to congratulate the outstanding 
citizens of New Harmony, IN as they 
celebrate their town’s 200th anniver-
sary and to recognize the many con-
tributions of New Harmony’s citizens 
to the great State of Indiana and our 
Nation as a whole. 

New Harmony was founded in 1814 by 
the Harmonie Society, led by Georg 
Johann Rapp. Just 5 short years after 
purchasing land along the Wabash 
River, the settlers had developed the 
area into a productive and prosperous 
community. In 1825, the community 
was sold to Robert Owen and his finan-
cial associate William Maclure. With 
the continued developments of Owen, a 
Welsh industrialist, and Maclure, who 
some consider ‘‘the father of American 
geology,’’ New Harmony became a 
magnet for intellectual and academic 
innovators of the 19th century. The 
town had been called ‘‘the Athens of 
the West’’ because of the many schol-
ars and scientists that called New Har-
mony home, such as the renowned 
American entomologist Thomas Say, 
French educator Marie Duclos 
Frategeot, and Dutch naturalist Ge-
rard Troost. 

Throughout its history, New Har-
mony has demonstrated a constant 
spirit of innovation, especially in the 
educational and scientific fields. New 
Harmony was the home of the early 
kindergarten movement in America, as 
well an early example of what is now 
called a technical school. Robert 
Owen’s son, David Dale Owen, led the 
early geological surveys of the Mid-
west, and another son, Robert Dale 
Owen, was a U.S. Representative from 
New Harmony, who wrote the bill to 
establish the Smithsonian Institution 
and chaired the Building Committee. 
Robert Dale Owen was also an aboli-
tionist who was influential in shaping 
President Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

New Harmony has long sustained its 
spirit of cultural innovation. In 1979, 
world-renowned architect Richard 
Meier designed the Atheneum of New 
Harmony. Since its construction, the 
Atheneum has been recognized with 
the prestigious Progressive Architec-
ture Award and the American Institute 
of Architects’ Twenty-Five Year 
Award. 

I wish to congratulate the council 
members of New Harmony, Joe Straw, 
Don Gibbs, Linda Warrum, Karen 
Walker, and Andrew Wilson; the entire 
Bicentennial Commission and its co- 
chairs, Connie Weinzapfel and Ray-
mond McConnell; as well as the citi-
zens of New Harmony for their ongoing 
support and contributions to their 
community and the State of Indiana. 

Today, New Harmony remains a bas-
tion of the hard work, dedication, and 

innovation that are such an integral 
part of the Hoosier spirit that makes 
Indiana the great State it is today. On 
behalf of the citizens of Indiana, I con-
gratulate each and every member of 
the New Harmony community on the 
town’s 200th Anniversary. I wish them 
continued success and growth for many 
more years to come. 

f 

2014 GREEN RIBBON SCHOOLS 

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, 
today, I wish to applaud the Saint 
Thomas Aquinas School of Indianapolis 
and Carmel High School of Carmel, IN 
for being recognized as 2014 Green Rib-
bon Schools by the U.S. Department of 
Education. 

Established in 2011, the Green Ribbon 
School program is the Federal Govern-
ment’s first comprehensive green 
school initiative. Since its inception, 
the program has offered the oppor-
tunity for schools in every State to 
gain recognition for educational and 
environmental accomplishments. Rec-
ognition as a Green Ribbon institution 
is based on a school’s ability to reduce 
environmental impact, improve the 
health of students and staff, and pro-
vide environmental education. Both of 
these exceptional Hoosier schools have 
made great strides in these areas. 

In 2003, Saint Thomas Aquinas 
School constructed a National Wildlife 
Federation-certified schoolyard where 
students can learn about the environ-
mental sciences as they grow vegeta-
bles for a local food pantry. In addi-
tion, Saint Thomas Aquinas School has 
also greatly reduced its carbon foot-
print through the installation of new 
energy efficient windows and low-flush 
toilets, the implementation of an ex-
tensive recycling program, and the en-
couragement of walking and biking to 
school. As a result, Saint Thomas 
Aquinas has reduced its solid waste by 
nearly 30 percent and carbon-emissions 
by nearly 19 percent. 

Similarly, Carmel High School has 
made its campus and the surrounding 
community environmentally friendly. 
Carmel has embraced energy saving 
technology such as energy efficient 
bulbs and LED lighting and has moved 
to a fuel efficient bus fleet. After two 
decades of implementing these impres-
sive measures, Carmel High School has 
reduced its energy consumption by 72 
percent, its greenhouse gas emissions 
by nearly 50 percent and its water con-
sumption by 55 percent. The school 
also established Carmel Green Teen, a 
board that dispenses microloans for 
student projects that work towards 
pollution reduction, conservation, and 
energy savings. 

I would like to thank Principal Cara 
Swinefurth of Saint Thomas Aquinas 
School and Principal John Williams of 
Carmel High School, their entire staffs, 
and their students for the hard work 
and dedication it undoubtedly took to 
receive this prestigious award. 

On behalf of the citizens of Indiana, I 
congratulate both the Carmel High 
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School and Saint Thomas Aquinas 
communities, and I wish them contin-
ued success in the future. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RAYMOND, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, I wish 
to pay tribute to the town of Raymond, 
NH, which is celebrating the 250th an-
niversary of its founding this month. I 
am proud to recognize this historic 
milestone. 

Located in Rockingham County 
along the Lamprey River in southeast 
New Hampshire, the geographic area 
that Raymond now occupies was origi-
nally a parish of Chester called Free-
town by its early settlers who came 
from nearby Exeter. Later, in 1764, the 
town was incorporated by colonial Gov-
ernor Benning Wentworth and was offi-
cially named Raymond. 

Since its incorporation in 1764, the 
population in Raymond has grown to 
approximately 10,000 residents, whose 
dedication to preserving the town’s 
unique character and historical charm 
is a testament to their patriotism and 
pride. Raymond is also a hub for com-
merce with a vibrant downtown. 

Raymond’s town common serves as a 
central gathering place for the commu-
nity and helps makes this town a quin-
tessential New England treasure. Each 
year Raymond’s residents come to-
gether for the annual Christmas parade 
and tree lighting, the Fourth of July 
parade, Veterans Day, and other spe-
cial events. The town is also home to 
several historic sites, including the 
Raymond Congregational Church, 
which was established in 1874, the Dud-
ley-Tucker Library, and the old Ray-
mond Railroad Depot, which now 
houses the Raymond Historical Soci-
ety. 

The theme for Raymond’s 250th anni-
versary celebration is ‘‘My Town, Your 
Town, Our Town.’’ These words reflect 
the deep pride and spirit of citizenship 
that have defined Raymond over the 
course of the past 250 years—and which 
will continue to guide the town’s fu-
ture. Among the many activities 
planned as part of Raymond’s 250th 
celebration is a parade that will bring 
together local residents, community 
organizations, businesses, veterans, 
and students. I am truly honored to be 
joining residents of Raymond for this 
special and historic event. 

On behalf of the people of New Hamp-
shire, I am delighted to congratulate 
the citizens of Raymond on this impor-
tant occasion in the town’s history and 
commend them for their many con-
tributions to our State and their spirit 
of community—which will endure for 
the next 250 years and beyond.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL SIELICKI 

∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize the exceptional public 
service of my good friend Police Chief 

Michael Sielicki. Mike Sielicki has 
worked as a New Hampshire law en-
forcement officer for more than 26 
years, retiring as the chief of police of 
the Kensington Police Department. 

After serving in the U.S. Army with 
the 82nd Airborne Division from 1979 to 
1983, then as a combat engineer in Ger-
many from 1983 to 1986, Chief Sielicki 
returned to New Hampshire to serve in 
the New Hampshire criminal justice 
system. He first joined the 
Hillsborough County Department of 
Corrections in 1986 and then the Coos 
County Department of Corrections in 
1987. Mike Sielicki began his law en-
forcement career with the Colebrook 
Police Department in 1987 and attended 
the New Hampshire Police Academy in 
1989. Through his hard work and dedi-
cation, he rose through the ranks and 
became the chief of the Colebrook Po-
lice Department in 1993, serving in that 
capacity until 1999, when he accepted 
the chief’s position in Hancock, where 
he worked from 1999 to 2003. In 2003, he 
was appointed the chief of police of the 
Rindge Police Department, where he 
served until accepting the chief’s posi-
tion in Kensington in 2012. 

In a career that has spanned three 
decades, Mike has established a reputa-
tion as a knowledgeable, respected and 
compassionate public safety profes-
sional and engaged community mem-
ber. He established the Colebrook Po-
lice Athletic League in 1994. Chief 
Sielicki became a foster parent and 
subsequently served as the president of 
the New Hampshire Foster Parent As-
sociation from 1999 to 2004. He led the 
Law Enforcement Torch Run for NH 
Special Olympics from 2008 to 2011. 

During my tenure as New Hamp-
shire’s attorney general, it was my 
privilege to work directly with Chief 
Sielicki on many important law en-
forcement initiatives. Mike earned the 
respect and admiration of his peers and 
has been a thoughtful, effective leader 
in efforts to improve the criminal jus-
tice system and public safety in New 
Hampshire. Active in the New Hamp-
shire Association of Chiefs of Police, 
Chief Sielicki rose through the execu-
tive board chairs and served as its 
president from 2013 to 2014, a term he 
just completed. A courageous and re-
spected leader, Mike often spoke out on 
important public policy issues, such as 
opposing the legalization of marijuana, 
and the expansion of gambling. 

As Chief Sielicki celebrates his re-
tirement, I want to commend him on a 
job well done and ask my colleagues to 
join me in wishing him, his wife Kim, 
and their family well in all future en-
deavors.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING COMMAND SER-
GEANT MAJOR HOWARD A. 
MCRAE 

∑ Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, it is my 
pleasure to memorialize a decorated 
veteran from the Alaska community of 
Haines, CSM Howard A. McRae. Born 
in 1929, he wanted to see more of the 

world, so, with his buddy Dave Berry, 
he made his way to Seattle. In that 
short distance, the two young men 
found themselves broke, so they joined 
the U.S. Army, where they received 
training in electronics. That was 1948. 

For Howard it was a turning point. 
Described by a family member as ‘‘a 
little disheveled,’’ the Army changed 
his life. He was now on his way to a 23- 
year military career, including 11 in 
the Green Berets. 

Howard got his wish to see more of 
the world, although perhaps not as 
originally intended. Assignments took 
him to Korea, Japan, Laos, Cambodia, 
Thailand, and Vietnam. He did four 
tours of duty in Korea and three in 
Vietnam. 

Described as courageous and dis-
ciplined, Howard McRae received many 
citations and medals for his bravery, 
his dedication to duty, and his leader-
ship. Among them: an Army Com-
mendation Medal with three Bronze 
Oak Leaf Clusters to include a ‘‘V’’ for 
valor; a Korean Service Medal with 
four Bronze Service Stars; a Vietnam 
Service Medal with three Bronze Serv-
ice Stars, a United Nations Service 
Medal given by the U.N. for participa-
tion in the Korean war; and an Army 
Commendation Medal and Oak Leaf 
Cluster for meritorious service as chief 
instructor of the Advance Training 
Committee and as sergeant major and 
director of instruction at Fort Bragg, 
NC. 

Exemplifying the military’s own re-
spect for Command Sergeant Major 
McRae, he was among the 44 Special 
Services soldiers chosen to stand guard 
over President John F. Kennedy’s body 
as he lay in State in the White House. 
McRae had said that this was his 
proudest moment. 

In his later military career, McRae 
was command sergeant major of the 
Special Forces School and the High Al-
titude Low Opening Military School, 
parachute at Fort Bragg, NC. As the 
highest ranking noncommissioned offi-
cer at the post, he was in charge of 
oversight for those who taught tactical 
training skills. Truly, he was a leader 
among leaders. 

Unfortunately, and likely due to the 
effects of agent orange connected to his 
service in Vietnam, Command Ser-
geant Major McRae was medically re-
tired in 1971. With wife Sarah Eliza-
beth, whom he met at Fort Bragg, he 
returned to Haines. There, he contin-
ued in service but this time through 
the city and borough of Haines, where 
he served in the borough assessor’s of-
fice. In 1976 he and Sarah moved to Ju-
neau, where he served as a budget ana-
lyst for the Alaska Department of Edu-
cation. 

Every inch a soldier, McRae raised 
his blended family of 8 children and 34 
grandchildren to serve. His son Guy 
served in the Army, as did grandsons 
Steven and Joshua. Grandson Thomas 
joined the Marines and, given his 
grandfather’s indomitable spirit, sur-
vived serious injuries in Afghanistan. 
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